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JESUS—GOD, MAN, OR MYTH. 
By Prrer Lee. 

Te greatest barrier to a rational enquiry is deeply rooted 
prejudice, and where this is founded in religious ideas it 
becomes at once the strongest and most dangerous, History 
amply proves this in the hateful perseoutions and mare: 
doms which the best men and women have endured after 
running counter to what are called orthodox doctrines or 
opinions. But apart from mere prejudice, very limited 
knowledge, more particularly when associated with personal 
vanity and conceit, is often a guarantee for the acceptance 
of those false Lases, which in ignorant minds get credence 
for truth by reason of their antiquity. In these respects 
rational men, who dare to follow evidences to the conclusions 
to which they inevitably lead, must be prepared at all times 
for the deadliest opposition from those who know least and 
think little about the matter under consideration. Fully 
conscious of all this we enter fearlessly into the enquiry 
whether the fandamental bases of the Christian’s faith can 
be sustained upon facts and a rational and scientific method 

of dealing with them. 

The first and most important matter that we have to 
consider is the universe itself, and who can grasp this infinite 
reality? We reel in the plenitude of thought required to 
comprehend our own planetary system—nay, the sun itself, 
with its vast bulk and heat, its distance from us and the 
speed at which we revolve around him day by day; how 
he has driven us like a mighty charioteer in one unerring 

irse through eons of time; sense pales away, and we stagger 
uch a mighty contemplation. But when the sensitised 
plate from the photographer’s camera tells us unmistakably 
of millions upon millions of suns rolling rhythmically ix 
space, we ask where is the beginning and where the end ? 
Could he whose rules the rapid comet bind, 
Describe or fix oné movement of his mind? 
‘Who saw its fires here rise, and there descend, 
Explain his own beginning or his end ? 
Go, wondrous creature, mount where science guides, 
Go, measure earth, weigh air, and state the tides ; 
Instruct the planets in what orbs to run, 
Correct old time, and regulate the sun ; 
Ba aaea godt test pertoot and font fa 
‘To the ect, and air ; 
Go, teach Seed peed howto vile — 
Then drop into thyself and be a fool.” 
ing there never was, end there never will be—all 
‘The proof of this lies not in metaphysical disqui- 
the hard facts of epi yeioal science, which 
atom of the universe to be in motion and that 
rwise, This being so it follows as a natural 
there is not a central point of stillness whence 
g measure. There being no centre there 
fore there is neither beginning 
it as far north as south, as far 
and uncreated, 
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order of things; too dnll to perceive, too lazy to reflect, too 
timid to move from the beaten track, they become a barrier 
to human progression. 

In this way the anthropomorphic God idea still finda ite 
millions of believers, Bishops, priests, and deacons, who 
should know better, still teach the idea of a personal God in 
his trione aspects—God the Father, God the Son, and God 
the Holy Ghost-—yet not three Gods but one God. We will 
not enter fully into the theological issues involved in the 
acceptance of this belief; but we will discuss what must be 
naturally associated with the affirmations that the wrath of 
God was kindled against His children by reason of the sin 
of our so-called first parents, and that to appease His wrath, 
God the Son must come down to earth, be incarnated in a 
virgin through the carnality of God the Holy Ghost, suffer 
and be crucified, that all men believing this incongruous 
story should on repentance of their sins be entitled to the 
enjoyment of eternal bliss, while every rational being deny- 
ing such a possibility should pass at death into a condition 
of eternal misery and torment. Let us examine these pre- 
mises. Are there three persons who make up the source of 
all being? If there be, what is the proof? Nothing but 
the assertion in the books where it is found. Is it conceiy- 
able, in view of what has been stated in regard to the crea- 
tion, that there is some place outside the universe in which 
these three Gods dwelt prior to the creation, and that they 
are there now? We say it is not, except by those most 
ignorant of natural law, and whose minds are swayed by 
extravagant imagination. If this is not possible, and we 
affirm there is no evidence to substantiate it, then the whole 

ristian cosmogony falls to pieces. That a virgin could 
bear a son is a natural impossibility. That a ghost, holy or 
otherwise, could be a father, is a natural impossibility. If 
there were no God the Son, there could be no incarnation of 
the Son of God ; therefore the story of the man Christ Jesus 
resolves itself into a myth, and the crucifixion and the resur- 
rection become the wildest fabrications. 

If we turn to the miracles, said to have been wrought by 
the incarnated Son of God, the man Jesus, we are again 
confronted with two very important considerations. First, 
the impossibility of miracle, having regard to the known 
laws of Nature; and secondly, with the great similarity of 
much that is associated with them to other mythologies. 

There are very few Christians, indeed, who know that, 
besides the authorised version of the New. Testament, there 
is an “Apocryphal New Testament,” made up of books 
which were held to be canonical by the Church during the 
first 400 years of the Christian era. These books unques- 
tionably allude to the same Jesus who is referred to in the 
authorised version, as well as many other New Testament 
characters. As we read these books side by side we see 


a remarkable instance of evolution in regard to religious 
ideas, Tt is clear there came a time when the priests were 


perception by the laity. Intelligence had 
int when the priests could no longer trade 
ity of their followers, and it became neces- 
that which sooner or later the people would 
a which, perhaps, they had already 


as it may, these books display an 
: oY sea iption. And yet 
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Tn chapter vii. of the same book we have an account of 
a young man being turned into a mule by some giddy and 
jealous women, who had bewitched him without the know- 
ledge of his two sisters. A girl who had been cured of 
leprosy by sprinkling herself with water in which Jesus had 
been washed, told the sisters of the young man what had 
happened to her, and we are told :— 


21. As soon as tho women had heard the girl's discourse thay 
hastened away to the Lady St. Mary, introduced themselves to her, and 
sitting down before her they went, 

22 And ssid, O our Lady St. Mary, pity your handmaids, for we 
have no head of our family, no one elder than us; no father or brother 
to go in and out before us ; 

23. But this mule, which you see, was our brother, which some 
women by witchcraft have brought into this condition which you see ; 
we therefore entreat you to compassionate us. 

24. Horeupon St. Mary was grieved at their case, and taking the 
Lord Jesus, put him upon the back of the mule, 

25, And said to her son, O Jesua Christ, restora (or heal) according 
to thy extraordinary power this mule, and grant him again to have the 

shape of a man and a rational creature, as he had formerly. 

26. This was scarce said by the Lady St. Mary, but the mule imme- 
diately passed into a human form, and became a young man without 
any deformity. ~ 


The first six verses of chap. xv. tell their own story :— 


1. And when the Lord Jesus was seven years of age, he was on A 
certain day with other boys, his companions, about the same age, 

2 Who, when they were at play, made clay into several shapes, 
namely, asses. oxen, bird», and other figures, 

3. Each boasting of his work, and endeavouring to excel the reat, 
4. Then the Lord Jesus said to the boys, I will command these 
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writings of wise and good men of all ages, of all climes and 
nations. We protest, therefore, against the limitation of the 
human mind within the narrow oreeds and dogmas, drawn 
by an ignorant and bigoted priesthood from so-called holy 
and inspired books. Inspiration is common to every soul 
that aspires to what is true and pure, and noble and good, 
Aspiration is the property of every soul in search of God, and 
in proportion ns our aspirations are, so will our inspira- 
tions be. We shall become wiser, more tolerant, more 
charitable, less selfish, and more willing to recognise 
among mankind a human brotherhood. We shall become 
more conscious of life’s duties and responsibilities ; our lives 
will be brighter, happier, and more useful. Instead of grasp- 
ing life's shadows in material wealth and power, we shall 
take hold of its immortal yerities in acts of kindness 
rendered one to another from motives of disinterestedness ; 
we shall know no good, but the good we do or the good done 
to us; and the best work shall be the holiest prayer. Our 
veneration shall be excited in the presence of human 
beneficence, our adorations shall go out to the God of nature, 
that inscrutable source of all plenitude, surpassing man’s 
finite conceptions; we will rejoice in an emancipation from 
priesteraft, kingeraft, and the tyranny of wealth, and revel 
in that freedom, which shall make it possible to live accord- 
ing to the highest dictates of a mind impelled in the 
direction of justice, honesty, and truth. 
dena a 
A NOTABLE FORTHCOMING EVENT. 


figures which I have made to walk. : ` F 
5. And immediately they moved ; and when he commanded them [Wx cordially endorse the sentiments expressed by Mr, Morse in tha 
to return, they returned. following letter, having had long and kindly relations with both gentle- 


6. He had also made of birds and sparrows, which, when 
he commanded to fly, did fly; and when he commanded to stand still, 
did «tind still; and if he gave them meat and drink, they did eat and 


Among other miracles he alters his father’s “bad 
rpentry”; cures a “boy poisoned by a serpent.” The 

boy is taken to the lurking place of the serpent ; it is made 
to “snuck out all the poison” and it “immediately burst 
asunder and died.” 
He “gathers spilt water”; “kills a playfellow ” ; and, 
a schoolmaster going to whip him his hand withers and 
he dies: “Disputes miraculonsly with the doctors in'the 
Temple, on law, on astronomy, on physics, and metaphysics. 
Is worshipped by a philosopher, and fetched home by his 
mother,” 

Tu “TI. Infancy” we have a sad revelation. At chap. 2 
it says, verse 7 and following :— 
R Another time Jesus went forth into the street, and a boy 


by, rushed upon his shoulder, 
t which Jesus being angry said to him, Thou shalt go no 
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men, whom we most highly esteem for their fidelity and integrity.] 

Deak SIR AND BROTHER, —In a recent communication 
from the Corresponding Secretary of the Keighley Spiritu- 
alist Society, Mr. Albert Barnes, there was stated a certain 
proposed action which, it appears to me, deserved more 
extended announcement than could be obtained by private 
correspondence. ‘To such end, then, let me solicit the aid 
of “ the people’s paper,” as, in my opinion, the subject isa 
people’s question. 


To properly introduce the matter a brief historical retro- | 


spect may not be ont of place. The facts show the Keighley 
Society to be about the oldest, if not actually the oldest, 
Spiritualist Society in England—our cause taking root in the 
town in or about the year 1851, through the agency of our 
ascended brother, David Richmond, of Darlington, who first 
introduced circle-holding in this quaint little borough, if not 
in England also. In 1852 the Keighley Spiritualist Society 
was formed. Housed in various edifices its existence bas 
been preserved unbroken, and it has found a permanent 
resting-place in the neat and comfortable building provided 
by the generosity of the late David Weatherhead, a liberal 
minded and greatly respected local tradesman. Among the 
earliest mediums who came before the world were Messrs, 
Shackleton and Wright, who did yeoman service, literally 
“ without money and without price,” in their day and genera- 


tion. Their labours were abundantly supplemented by the 
ed | enthusiastic and self-denying work of many warm-hearted 
| souls who, like the two pioneer mediums, have mostly passed 
Ih beyond. But two of these earlier workers of note 
in 0 . Barnes’ letter was to inform me that 
nder honour and some fitting acknow- 


hava not toiled in vain. 
Mr. Timothy Judson, 
as been and still — 

earnest worker in the society, 
led an worked fi Cause, | 
of faithful service is 
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somely framed, and with the portraits is also to be presented 
w illuminated address on vellum, duly framed, setting forth 
the respect and esteem these gentlemen are held in by all 
who know them. ‘The event is to be made the occasion of 
a grand celebration and reunion of Spiritualists and our 
workers, on a date to be hereafter announced, ‘The celebra- 
tion will in all probability be held in Mr. Weatherhead’s large 
and commodious auction mart in the town, and it is confi- 
dently hoped that a large representative and enthusiastic 
gathering will assemble.” 

While, of course, the presentation is purely a local effort, 
yet the importance of it is truly a matter of general interest. 
Our pioneer worthies are rapidly diminishing in numbers, 

_ and soon they will all be gone hence, Therefore the more 
reason for honouring and recognising the few who remain to 
us. An assembly such as is proposed, being free from any 
party bias, affords an excellent opportunity for a large gather- 
ing from all parts of Yorkshire and Lancashire, to say nothing 
of other counties. And, surely, as it is under the auspices 
of what may be called our mother society, we should all make 
an effort to respond to the parental invitation! As we all 
respect our parents, may I suggest that, as far as possible, 
we infuse a national element into the event and claim tho 
honour of having, with Keighley, some of the cost of these 
pictures and addresses ? It is, of course, purely a personal 
matter for each to decide for himself, but should any one be 
desirous of sending a contribution, though not asked for or 
begged for, it will be cheerfully accepted for the purpose, 
either by Mr, BE, W, Wallis, 73a, Corporation Street, Man- 
chester ; Mr. John Pickles, president of the society, 14, Heys 

Gardons, South Street, or Miss Greenwood, treasurer, Emily 
Street, or Mr, Albert Barnes, secretary, 2, Queen Street-— 
all of Keighley ; or by the undersigned, 

- For twenty years or more the writer of these lines has 
known Mr. Judson as an earnest and faithful worker for our 
cause, For the same time he has known Mr. Joseph Clap- 
ham, in whose house he has frequently been a guest. Faithful 
riends and true-hearted he has ever found them. Therefore, 
personally, the writer most cordially agrees with the steps 
proposed in honour of these two pioneers, and assures all con- 
cerned that it is an eyent that, when carried out, will reflect 
|edit alike on our noble cause and all concerned, 

s yea Adi { iwi o f u J. J. Morse. 
Florence House, 26, Osnaburgh St., Euston Rd., London, 

I 
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TER MANY DAYS: or JAMES HENDERSON’S 

CONVERSION TO SPIRITUALISM. 

i By ALFRED Kitson. 

R Onarrer XV. 

y Mr. Henderson tendered his resignation as a teacher 

em ‘the Wesleyan body, it caused great excitement 

Had a bomb been suddenly dropped and 

ir midst it could not have caused more 


eir 
was the world coming to, a number of them 
n such a promising member could send in his 
ssign as his reason for so doing that he could 
riho oir tenets, and that they were no longer 
is conscience? A few scornfully remarked that 
ad been fascinated by the charms of Miss 
with some lying spirit, and another 
t would have been a blessing if she 
her, as it would have saved Mr. 
uded and induced to leave the 
soul. Thus the uncharitable out- 
ntil his friends, those few bosom 

nd it nger, and said, 


grief, for wo | 
been arri 


M, Dale's place was possessed of more liberal views, and had 
a mora tolerant spirit than his predecessor, which saved the 
society much friction and uncharitableness. 

When Mt. T, C. Ward, the head of the firm at which Mr. 
Henderson was employed as clerk, heard of the resignation, he 
Was greatly surprised, and sought an explanation at once, for 
which purpose Mr. Henderson was summoned into the inner 
private office. He had noticed that his employer had worn a 
troubled look ever since the death of Mr. White, as if he were 
in some way connected therewith, and felt in part guilty of 
being the cause. He had often wondered it their late 
minister-had anything to do with it, knowing what he did of 
that individual's repentance and efforts to undo the evil he 
had done. His employer commenced at once with the remark, 

“I understand, James, that you have lately tendered your re- 
signation of membership at our place of worship, Is it true?’ 

“Yes, sir, it is,’ he answered, firmly. 

And pray what is the cause of you taking such a step, 
has-any one offended you in any wayt” 

“No, sir, L cannot say that, for L have always been treated 
with respect.” 

“Then what is your reason?” 

“Well, sir, the reason is that I am unable any longer to 
subscribo to its tenets, and I decline to appear something I 
am not,” 

“Yon surprise me, Your words are an enigma to me, 
Pray be more explicit,” he said, testily. 

*'To make the matter plain, sir, | have been investigating 
Spiritualism in the hope of being able to expose it, To 
that end, I sought the assistance of our late minister, Mr, 
Dale.” 

“ Yes, so L understand, but what of it} Surely you have 
not become connected with that craze, have you!” 

* Such is the case, sir.” 

“ And do you mean to tell me, James, that you are con- 
vine d itis true} | thought you were better read in your 
Bible than that, and had the assistance of our beloved and 
venerable minister, too,’ he added, in evident surprise. 

“To your first question | must answer, yes. To your 
second, I found that all my study and knowledge of the 
Bible, assisted as I was, availed nothing when brought into 
contact with the learning and research of the advocates of 
Spiritualism. I had several interviews with one of them, 
during which we discussed the question from a Biblical stand- 
point; I was deteated in each instance, and when L submitted 
my notes to our minister he was surprised and amazed at the 
amount of learning and research they displayed.” 

“That is news, indeed. Our minister amazed and 
surprised,” he soliloquised, “and he was reckoned one of our 
ablest and best read men in the circuit,” Then, turning to 
Mr. Henderson, he asked, “Have you those notes with you, 
James |” 

“ Yes, sir, I believe I have,” he answered, and proceeded 
to extract his note book from the inner breast pocket of his 
coat, 

“Will you allow me to look at them?” Mr, Ward further 
asked, extending his hand, whereupon Mr. Henderson offered 
the book to him, indivating the page. 

Attor examining it critically for some time, he exclaimed, 
“Umph! I did not give them credit for any such ability and 
talent asis shown here. Why, they give quite anew rendering 
to those Biblical objections.” 

i Yes, sir, that is so, and Mr. Dale was unable to correct 
them, so that the objections fall to the ground, as I found to 
my discomfiture.” A 

“And what proofs have you had of the genuineness of the 
manifestations?” he next inquired. 

-SI have evidences of spirit identity innumerable,” Mr. 
Henderson answered. 
f ; u will have had the spirit of your pastor 
ard remarked, sarcastically. 
have,” he answered, in no way abashed by his 
ee and the ridicule it implied. 
did he tell you?” he asked, in the 


‘answer that question, sir, if it is all 


y offend you it I accede 
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some injury he had done, or been the cause of having had 
done to Mr. White, for which he pleaded to be forgiven.” 

“Tndeed, and what kind of injury?’ Mr. Ward asked, 
alittle nervously. 

“The injury he referred to was a plot he had concocted to 
effect Mr, White's dismissal from work, and ruin his reputation 
as a skilful and competent foreman,” he answered, eyeing 
his employer's features as he did so, and not failing to notice 
the change of colour and the nervous twitchings of the hands. 

“What more?” 

“Mr. White said he blamed his late employer and not 
‘the minister. But Mr. Dale persisted in taking the blame 
on himself, by saying that you only gave your assent after 
his repeated solicitations and representations that the interests 
of the church demanded it,” 

And did you believe all this?” Mr, Ward asked. 

WT was neither able to prove nor disprove the statement,” 
he answored cvusively; “it is best known to yoursolf, sir.’ 

“Did Mr, White ‘pardon him then?” 

“Yes, sir, but it was only after a severe struggle, because he 
felt it very hard to be crushed into his grave, and the guilty 
ene to seek pardon for such a deed without being able to make 
any restitution, or even have the confession made public, and 
so clear his name.” 

“What do you mean, James, by saying he was crushed 

nto his gravat” 

“He never looked up, sir, after tho treatment he received, 
aud Mr, Sharpe's denying his indebtedness to him. It was 
the general that it so preyed on his mind that it 
was the cause of his death. In other words, sir, it broke 
his heart.” 

These words fell with terrible weight upon Mr. Ward's 
ears, and they made him wince, though he strove to maintain 
a calm, self-contained demeanour, 

“And supposing the phenomena are true, could you not 
bee remain a member of our church?” he asked, in order to 

the subject into a more agreeable channel. 

“No, sir, I could not, the teachings are so opposed to each 
other, and I must believe the testimony of those who have 
the great secret for themselves,” was the reply. 

“Well, ae may return to your desk, James,” said Mr. 
W: he toyed with the seal affixed to his massive gold 
ely wi in whether the report 
we or not. I must say, James, that I gave you credit 
ger stock of common sense than you appear to have 
s case,” he added, scornfully, to hide the 
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the worse,” but the breach was made, the power of the 
Church was shaken, the united were become divided. 

The Greek Church, as that of Constantinople is called, 
has dragged on a listless existence to this day; but error 
has crystallised around it, no reform has touched its margin. 
It is the Dead Sea of modern religions thought and action, 

The Roman Church, although it bas exhibited much 
activity during the last 900 years, has lost the prestige and 
power possessed by it in 1500. ; 

In the year 800 the Pope became, by favour of 
Pepin and Charlemagne, temporal as well as spiritual head 
of Italy, from which position he was only ejected in the 
present century. 

The Christian religion, as presented in its purest condi- 
tion in the New Testament (though even then full of errors), 
has been ever since subject to corrupting influences. The 
system of priestcraft aud monasticism was introduced into 
it by slow degrees. The doctrine of the Church is much 
the same as at first, the reason being that the three creeds 
are uuchanged. Of those creeds the Nicene falsely 
asserted the Deity of the Son of God, the Apostles’ kept 
alive the historical faith, and the Athanasian—the most 
barbarous of all—asserted a trinity in unity and a unity in 
trinity, without explaining the paradox. 

The polity of the Church was, however, much changed, 
for, from the government of travelling apostles and evan- 
gelists, it had passed into the hands of a Pope, a score or so of 
cardinals, a few hundred bishops, and a host of minor satellites, 
many of whom never visited or cared in any way for the 
districts for which they were held responsible by the Church, 
All these now claimed the supernatural power of making the 
body of Jesus at the communion table, and Romanists still 
believe their priests to be possessed of this power, They 
were forbidden to marry, and, if we are rightly informed, 
many practised flagrant crimes instead. Fast- and feast 
days were introduced without number. The obnoxious 
system of monastic life issued from Egypt in the third 
century and quickly took root in Catholic Europe. The 
monasteries, at first the seats of learning and of art, whose 
inmates laboured hard for the bread that perisheth, soon 
became the hotbeds of vice, the nurseries of sin, the scenes 
jf debauchery of all kinds. And we notice that this change 
took place contemporaneously with the acquirement of 
wealth and land by the religious orders. The Pope was 
held to be infallible, and so was the General Council, but as 
Pope and Council did not always hold the same views, 
opinions became divided as to the supreme head. Worse 
still, an elaborate penitential system was introduced ; formed, 
apparently, to crush the people and place power in the 
hands of the priests. The most prominent features of 
this were confession, penance, and absolution; as if man 
could forgive sin ! 


The Church service had altered most of all. An elabo- 


rate ceremonial was performed by priests in gorgeous apparel 
at stated hours, conducted in an unknown language, so that, 


with the exception of the sermon, the priests might have 
bbled the latest monastic scandal, or have discoursed on 
he inattention of the people, while, apparently, reciting tho 
yers with a grave religious air, The masses were 
to pray to pictures and images, and to believe in the 
magic power of a bishop's tread or a cardiual’s touch. 

At the same time much was introduced of a spiritual 


nature, as the veneration of relics, whose psychometric 
influence must be great, the invocation of saints, and ecele- 
miracles Ţ (so-called). This was, of course, all in 
, and if the people had been 

invoke the saints Cried and keep relics, much 
nd t the priests were too 

y A the whole gigantic 
s moved to suppress undue tampering 
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the original Christian faith were 


t “the Church itself is a divine 
} ch is probably true, 
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story after 
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not explained. Probably, because the saints were usually 
created so after death ; they were rogues, fools, knaves, or 
even worse when alive, but time makes all men respectable, 
The remissions from purgatory, called indulgences, were also 
granted to men about to commit a wrong act, and were at 
times hawked round the Continent as we now see oranges 
and “ hokey-pokey.” 

The result of this corruption of the Church of course 
affected the lives and characters of the priests and monks, 
From earnest, God-fearing, unselfish, kindhearted men they 
became grasping, greedy, unprincipled devils—if I may use 
so strong a term—who cared nothing for God, for religion, 
for humanity, so long as they themselves had plenty to eat, 
to drink, and be merry withal. They grew fat, lazy, idle 
vagabonds ; and though the monasteries were good in so far 
as they, befriended the poor, they did more—and possibly 
were good in this—to spread the revolt against Rome, to 
fan into flame the tiny sparks started by Huss, Tauler, and 
Luther, than any other abuse, any other privilege, any other 
feature of the Church could have done though it had blown 
till it burst, 

This then was the state of the Church when the 
Reformation started ; we shall see later in what respect it 
resembles that of the Church to-day, or at least of 50 years ago. 

(To be continued.) 
> 
INTERESTING INCIDENTS OF INSPIRED 
WORKERS. 
MR. JOSEPH SKIPSEY, SEER AND POET. 
By. W. H. ROBINSON, 


Tae Newcastle poet, Akenside, son of a butcher penned a 
fine conception of the essence of poetic beauty in the 
following lines :—“ Mind, mind alone, bear witness, earth 
and heaven, the living fountain in itself contains, of 
beauteous and sublime. Here hand in hand sit paramount 
the Graces. Here enthroned celestial Venus with divinest 
airs, invites the soul to never fading joys.” How fittingly 
these touching ideals represent the spiritual trend of Mr. 
Skipsey’s aspirations. In introducing to the readers of The 
Two Worlds the honoured name of this seer-singer, I am 
face to face with a huge difficulty, It is almost impossible to 
picture this philosopher and poet so that readers may com- 
prehend him in his universal characteristics, He is essen- 
tially a cosmopolite in ideal—a natural poet and clairvoyant. 
Heis related in his attractions to all forms and fancies of 
thought, impinging upon the spiritual. 

While travelling through Northumberland in the early 
months of 1875, I first met Mr. Skipsey at Ashington, where 
he then superintended the night work at this large and 
model colliery. I was introduced by the Brothers Smith, 
who perhaps were the earliest pioneer mediums in that por- 
tion of the county. These gentlemen, with their families, 
‘since removed to Kentucky, U.S.A., had a young daughter— 
a remarkable test medium—and I belive our friend was the 
recipient of many tests and information on Spiritualism 
from this young lady’s guides, Some day, should Mr, 
‘“Skipsey secure time, he may give to the world some 
remarkable cases, in which previsions governed largely 
rough this girl medium. ° 
psey gave me a real Northumberland welcome, 
ral occasions I stayed some days with him, and was 
ess to his well-furnished and select library, and 
tted to descend the mine, and during these times 
pec sympathy and constant urbanity 
the workmen under his charge, who were 

e vacated his position, feeling in the 

ey had lost a friend und mentor, 
ng our- conversations to the mighty 


S i » Were to me 


tfu 


originality of his 


and had to be discontinued. Mr. {Skipsey’s "portrait and a 
sketch of his life appeared about this time in the Newcastle 
Critic, owned by Mr, Edmund Proctor, a son of the late 
owner of the celebrated ghost centre at Willington Mill. 
This sketch was contributed by myself, and some of the 
attested visions were then stated, and I believe created much 
interest. The following cases of clairvoyance were published 
in the Spiritualist newspaper, under the dates stated, which 
your modern readers may like to peruse. 

Mr, Skipsey’s account of his experiences as a seer, 
published in 1876, in The Spiritualist, was as follows :— 

On the 27th of last month (November), while on a visit 
to Mr. G. Smith, of Delaval, there came before me the 
apparition of a young man, between twenty and thirty years 
of age, with light hair, dark eyes, a nose somewhat straight 
and well up from the cheeks, a finely curved mouth, with a 
beard, but no whiskers, a thinnish, not sharply-cut, face, an 
open countenance, and characterised (especially in his eyes) 
by an expression of a high order of intellixence, The dress 
he had on consisted of a large checked grey cloth coat, and 
light trousers and vest, and in his hand there was what I at 
first thought was a small tin can, but which a second glance 
showed was a safety lamp, but a safety lamp unlike those in 
use in our northern coal-fields, at least in those of Northum- 
berland and Durham, It had a glass tube up the inside of 
the gauze, and was larger and more unwieldy than the lamp 
in use in these districts. There was sufficient to attract my 
attention to this apparition, even if I had not observed what 
—ere I had well taken cognisance of the particulars just given— 
I did, that the archetype had had the misfortune to have his 
forehead driven in, and that an ugly gash extended across one 
side, from which the blood oozed and streamed down his face, 
giving the appearance of another gash at one side of the 
mouth, Iwill not say that there was not a cut at one corner 
of the mouth, but the blood oozing from the other wounds 
and settling there was in itself sufficient to give that 
appearance, without the existence of any actual wound. I 
described what I saw to the company present, and the 
apparition was identified by John (brother to George) Smith 
as that of a comrade, whose name, though no kinsman, was 
also John Smith. He was a young man who had been an 
official in Oaks Colliery, and who had lost his life while in 
search of the bodies of the men who had perished by the 
awful explosion which, a few years ago, as is well known, 
took place there. The two John Smiths had borne a striking 
resemblance to each other, and the John whois yet in the flesh 
spoke in high terms of the intelligence and humanity of his 
sometime departed comrade. 

THE SPIRIT OF A WESLEYAN MINISTER IDENTIFIED. 

I will here transcribe from my note-book a paragraph 
which will possess a special interest for our Parkinsyille 
friends :—“‘After a controversy upon the truthfulness of 
clairvoyance, which had been elicited by the reading of a paper 
of my own åt the late conference of Spiritualists at Chopping- 
ton (Noy. 27, 1875), a person named Richard Ramsay, a back 
or sub-oyerman at Parkinsville Colliery, in the county of 
Durham, arose under the influence of a control who calls 
himself Christopher Ritson, and stated that he (Mr. Ramsay) 
had been foreed thither that day, in order that he might, 
through Mr. Skipsey, have the personal appearance of his con- 
trolling spirit while on earth, described. Three gentlemen had 
accompanied him, viz, Mr, Laidlaw (a brother sub-overman 
from the same place as himself), and Messrs, J. Batey and J. 
Wilson, from Ouston and Fatfield respectively ; these had 
known C. Ritson when he was yet in the flesh, and were able 
to say whether the clairvoyant’s description was correct or 

not. The entranced medium directed my attention to an 


apparition before me, and requested me to say what I saw. 
I then, in the presence of the assembly, proceeded to describe 
the complexion, the manner of wearing the hair, the beard, 
the form of the features and the dress of a person I had never 
most valuable, but his | known or heard of, except that while on earth he had been a 


variod branches, was then to me Wesleyan minister. T, however, did not see him in his con- 


y his fine clairvoyance, 


' ventional costume, but as he usually appeared in the domestic 
aro | circle; instead of a white cravat, he had a common tie on his 


in Mr, Skipsey’s | neck, and instead of a Bible he had a bass violin in his hand, 


p's sensitive 


confess | and he stood in the act of playing this violin, after my 


on wus given. Another peculiarity which I noted, 


of | aud of which of course T had not previously known anything, 


ring life he had had the misfortune to have an injury 
one of his eyes, Every particular thus noticed was 

and the parties went away delighted with the con- 
"8 control was none other than the 


‘he pretended ty bg sie, Bt ld Christopher Ritson. 
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How DOES HE KNOW THIS IS TRUE, Or is he drawing upon 
his imagination }—* Christ never condescended to men ; He 
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NEWS, NOTES, AND COMMENTS. 


“How Men Live ayp Work 1n tae Srimiruat Worp” 
is the title of a very interesting discourse, recently delivered 
iu Hanley, by Mr, J. J, Morse, of which we bave received a 
capital report. It will appear in our next issue. 

SPEOIAL TO CHAIRMEN or SUNDAY Services —The articles 
commenced this week, under the heading of “Devotional 
Spiritualism,” supply the want of reading lessons. Kindiy 
recommend The Z'wo Worlds to your audiences. People 
should take it regularly; never miss n number. 

“Deata tae Gate or Livk.”—We shall commence to 
publish in our next issue a series of very interesting articles, 
from a friend resideut in Yorkshire, under the title of “Death, 
the Gate of Life,” chiefly by automatic writing through his 
own hand, and communications from his friends through the 

organism of a medium. The chapters are as follows: “(L) 
Who are the Angels? (I1) Pre-conceived Notions of Spirit 
Life; (IIL) The Spirit Birth; (LV) Spirit Re-union ; (V.) 
My Spirit Home; (VI.) My Spirit Guide; (VIJ.) Spirit 
Return; (VOL) Conscious Life after Death; (IX.) The 
Spiritual Body ; (X ) Spiritual Spheres; (XI) Employment 
in Heaven; (XIL) Spirits in Prison; (XUE) Retribution.” 
“THIS ONE THING IS CLEAR, that to regard the calami- 
x irremediable, to resignedly- 
snppose that it is useless, if not impious, to attempt to alter 
them, is to imitate the attitude of those who, in the Middle 
= Ages, would refrain from diverting a torrent or checking a 
conflagration, and who, in much later days, prefer prayer to 
_ sanitation as a precaution against pestilence, who decline 
lightning conductors as ‘impious and heretical,’ and who 


d _ regard with suspicion any attempt to improve a 
e or control i ETIA (whenever becomes pos- 


e whole process of civilisation had not been a 
Shade 


aic ; utilisation of tho 
and a gradual elimination of the hurtful. It is 


> 


forget that if our ancestors, conscious and un- 
3 1 i th ad and | 


sa 
N d 


was always at home among them, None so uninteresting or 
repulsive, but His love for them saved Him from any gesture 
or accent of shame and repugnance. If one might distinguish 
the pity which is bateful to men from the sorrow and sym- 
pathy which is omnipotent with them, Christ manifested 
the latter qualities at their divinest. The dominant, over- 
mastering, irresistible love of men quivered in every syllable 
He spoke, glowed in His tender regard, shone in every gentle 
and gracious deed. The poor, the sinful, the rich, the power- 
ful, the high caste, the low caste, felt in their better moments 
that here was One who was their Friend, to whom they could 
unburden their hearts, and with whom they would never be 
oppressed by the feeling of His distance from them in ohar- 
acter and attainments; bat who would take the lowliest and 
the simplest into a near companionship with Himself.”—Mr, 
S. ©. Horne, M.A., Christian World Pulpit, Feb. 21. [One 
would imagine that Mr, Horne was personally acquainted 
with Jesus, and that he spoke from bosom friendship. This 
sort of praise is foolish, and fills one with pity, Mr. Horne 
hes no real knowledge of the man, and probably, were Jesus 
to come now and denounce the orthodox “hypocrites” of this 
day, Mr. Horne would look npon him as a heretic and a 
Hlasphemer. ‘Truly, distance lends enchantment to tho view. | 

Rev. R. F. Horvon is a popular preacher iu Loudon, 
but he madoa mistake lately. Preaching on “Tho Christian 
Creed,” he called upon his hearers, in rather a theatrical 
manner, to stand up and recite after him, portions of ‘The 
Apostle’s Creed,” so-called. No doubt many people disagreed 
with him, but few would care to become conspicuous by 
refnsing to stand. Among other things Mr, Horton said 
tliat a poor old woman recently had a vision before she 
pissed away; one of the members of his church visited her, 
and seeing 

That she was in a doze, sat down to wait, And presently a smile 
played over the worn face of the sick woman, a smile which became 
quite radiant, and then with a start she awoke, and sho said, “ Was I 
dreaming?” “ You seemed nsleep,”’ was the answer, “ And you smiled,” 
© Ah!” sho said, “I saw Jesus and the River as clear as crystal. Oh! 
it was eo beautiful! beautiful!” 

Christian opponents of Spiritualism chuckle over the 
“credulity of the poor foolish Spiritualists,” but their 
credulity is not such as tocause them to accept this story. 
The old woman may have seen—probably did see some one, 
but that she saw Jesus is unproved. How would she know 
him? By what process did she identify him? If he is God 
“born of our flesh and not of our spirit” as Mr. Horton 
claims, it could hardly have been Jesus whom she saw, and 
the resurrection and return of the God-man (‘God’s only 
son’ Mr, Horton calls him) is no surety of our resurrection + 
no evidence that we, who are not God-men, shall survive 
death, If Jesns, however, is a man and returns to poor old 
women and others, how will those Christians who say “no 
spirit ever returned from the other world” reconcile Mr, 
Horton's testimony with their materialistic assertions} 

—— 
THE TEACHINGS OF NATURE. 


[A copy of a letter nddreseed to a friend, by John Lamont.] 


friend,—As I rambled to-day in the woods in this 
locality (Cromford, Derbyshire,) and watched the 
gle: fern and bud and tree and stream, I 
and gentle accents, “ This is your 
loveher? How eful her ever 

earth and bill and vale, 
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The old body gives birth to the new. So is the resurrection 
of the living spirit out of the old body, Clothed upon with a 
fairer, a more glorious form, through which to express itself.” 
And so the tuft of moss became my book of morning 
prayers by which L learnt a lesson. And I take a leaf out 
of it and send it to you. le it not benutiful} It has no 
naughty words in it, like some of our prayer and hymn 
books, The love of God is perfect, changing the soul—aye, 
and it does change it too, by divine processes which will 
leave the work complete. I forbear saying anything about 
other agencies which I see and feel at work in this develop- 
ment of the human spirit, as my letter would be too long. 
But when again L hear the voice, I may tell you some of its 
utterances — Yours faithfully, Joun Lamont. 


DEVOTIONAL SPIRITUALISM. 
REING SHORT SUNDAY EXERCISES FOR SPIRITUALISTS. 
No. I. 


The thinkers and seers of all the ages have been laid under con- 
tribution in this series, which first appeared in the Religio- Philosophical 
Journal; but no distinction is here made between what is origins! und 
what is selected or compiled. These articles are prepared by a scholar 
whose wide research and great attainments fib him for the task, and 
entitle his labours to the highest consideration, It ia to be understood 
that in publishing what appears under the above head we do not 
thereby necessarily endorse it all. 


INVOCATION. 

Giver of all good, into thy hands we commend ourselves, 
our kindred, our friends, our country. We invoke thy 
spiritual gifts for the sick, the needy, the distressed, the 
suffering ; for all who are in daoger by land or sea; for the 
tempted and for the sinful. ‘Through the force of thy 
patient love, help all to retrieve their errors, their failures, 
their sins, and to find that in conformity to thy holy Jaw is 
the only true welfare, the only true peace. We thank thee 
for life—for this mortal life, and for those abounding proofs 
of our immortality which the earnest seeker, rising superior 
to failure, can find, sooner or later, and which proclaim to 
us that our heaven must have its foretaste even here, in a 
pure heart and a holy will, if we would at once enter upon a 
heaven hereafter. Sustain us by thy love; in the hour of 
joyful life, in the hour of swift-coming death, let us equally 
feol that thy arm doth encompass’ us, | 

“Ye would not seek me, if ye had not found me,” saith 
the seer, speaking as for thee, Such is the encouragement 
thou sendest us in our highest moods. Confirm it now by 
thy grace, and make thyself a real presence to all who look 

to thee in childlike reverence and humility. To thee, the 
Infinite Mind, the Infinite Consciousness, we would lift our 
thoughts, We will call thee God, and in that word we 
would ascribe to thee all that we can conceive ofa good father’s 
providence or of a good mother’s tenderness. Oh, for a lively 
faith that shall open our souls more fully to thy grace, and 
bring our inmost natures into harmony with thine own! 
Give us that faith, O Love Supreme! Amen., 
tæ LESSON. 
God and immortality, These must be the factors in 
ligion worthy of the name, or suited to the harmoni- 
nature of man. Spiritualism leads us 
one, the reason and the heart must supply 
nop to corroborate both, for each is 
ot 
with your God?” ask some of the 
we know not whether there be a 


not the heart be also heard? You talk of its illusions ; but 
fallible though it be, may it not be as prescient of truth as 
the cold, analytic reason can bet 
Is the sentiment of indignation at injustice and wrong 
any the less trae because it is a sentiment? Is the love thay 
shrinks not from self-sacrifice less in harmony with the 
eternal verities because it is an impulse and not a calcula- 
tion? Believe it not, 
And the heart speaks ; the heart proclaims God, and the 
immortal life, and a reunion with our beloved. It recoils 
from that ghastly sense of universal death, which comes from 
the momentary imagination of a Godless universe. Sensi- 
bility and taste, the elements of poetic feeling, are therefore 
of inestimable value in religious education ; for they help 


us to look on God and immortality, not as desirable proba- 
bilities, but as facts, 


Starve these noble instincts, kill them out—when it is 
done, you are still face to face with the problems of existence. 
In ceasing to believe in a God you have made no progress in 
explaining the mysteries of the universe. In rejecting the 
theistic hypothesis, you have only returned to the stand- 
point of absolute uncertainty and blank perplesity. 

But this is not all. Nature, by common consent, is full 
of what at least looks like the operation of mind. The way 
in which the phenomena fall into order at the bidding of our 
organising thought, seems to show that the universe stands 
iu some definite relation to an Intelligence not wholly 
unlike our own, 

The apparent exceptions to this rule are what Theism 
fuils to account for; but it is the rule itself which becomes 
the difficulty of Atheism. A universe in which there lives and 
acts no higher mind than that of man, is a far deeper 
enigma than any which the religion of Spiritualism fails to 
solve. It is not merely an enigma, but, to the enlightened 
reflection, an assumption full of difficulties, if not arrogant 
and unphilosophical What! Would you have an old 
Spiritualist suppose that in all these worlds upon worlds— 
many of them of nobler structure than this puny planet of 
ours—in all these ethereal tracts of space—no higher mind 
than than of our earth-men exists? Do you tell me 
that in the nature of things there can be no one supreme 
Mind that can comprehend the Universe, and to which this 
stupendots complex is a very simple thing’? Analysed, the 
conceit is the deification of matter; and to this all the facts 
of Spiritualism are opposed. 

Before one can assert with sincerity that the world is 
without a God, one must first have become thoroughly con- 
versant, not merely with our little planet, but with the 
entire universe. He must know every force in the universe ; 
for should but one escape him, that very one might be God. 
He must be able to count up with certainty all the causes 
of existence; for were there one that he did not know, that 
one might be God, He must be in absolute possession of 
all the elements of truth which form the whole body of our 
knowledge; for else the one factor that he did not possess 
might be just the very truth that there is a God. Thus 
Atheism, mach more than Theism, depends on faith ; that 
is, on assumptions which cannot be proved. 

RECITATION. 
Man is a miracle, begotten and conceived, 
A miracle, he lives, is born, and nursed, 
A miracle, he grows, and sees, and feels, 
A miracle, he thinks, and what he thinks, 
A miracle, he stands, miracles environing, 
Miracles precede and follow all his steps ; 


So grad , unconsciously, to them 
Ts he int they seem quite natural ; 
$ Aad 6 this thing, thus miracle-enyironed, 
iid doubt of God, because a miracle, 
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BENEDICTION. 


May the benediction of God’s own messengers of truth be 
upon us at this hour, and save us from all errors and all 
wrong! Be with all those who seek thee, O God ; and most 
of all with those who seek thee not. Give them beauty for 
ashes, and verdure for desolation. Bless our beloved; 
comfort the afflicted; and shed thy grace and peace 
into our hearts, so that our heaven may commence for us 


even here. Amen. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


| The Editor is not responsible for the opinions of correspondents, Short 
letters will have the preference. Personalities must be avoided.] 


NOTTINGHAM OUT-DOOR WORK 


Dear Sie, —I knew our friend, Bevan Harris, would be “ early on 
the field ” after my letter in last week's issue, but I have no intention of 
continuing the argument, because I know I should never convince him 
of the “error of his ways,” and, at present, I see no reason to alter the 
position ] took. The reason for my appearance by the side of the 

champion of open-air speaking was this: finding that he still intended 
to hold the meeting, in spite of my attempt to dissuade him, I deter- 
mined to do what I could to make it n success, believing that it is a 
very bad policy, that of falling into the background and holding aloof, 
because one’s advice on a mere matter of policy is rejected. I don’t 
believe in that half-hearted kind of conduct. If all who were not in 
sympathy with Mr, Harris's policy had stayed away it would have 
made his meeting less successful than it was. I gave him my support 
also because I like him—I like his enthusiasm and earnestness—and 
because he is, though old in years, young in spirit ! 

J, Fraser Hewes. 


RE THE NATIONAL FEDERATION. 


Dear Sir, —At a meeting on the 30th of March, of our local 
circuit, embracing Sowerby Bridge, Halifax, Brighouse, and West Vale 
Societies, several subjects were discussed in relation to the National 
Spiritualist Federation. Among the topics discussed was the revision 
of the rule with to the voting power of associates being equal 
with that of most societies, which was considered as placing too much 

power in single individuals. Another subject was the tabulating of 
“mediums in two distinct columns, denoting how many are connected 
with societies, and how many are not members of any society, as it was 
thought there ought to be some recognition between societies forming 
the Federation and its staff of Mediums. Another was the short period 
remaining during the conference for open discussion of the several topies 
on theagendasheet, Could we not arrange to have our Conference on 
some general holiday (say the Bank Holiday in August) when we could 
f 3 ce and have it at some important centre. 


where the way companies organise cheap trips from the Saturday till 
Monday or Wednesday? Hoping it may lead societies to reat Por 
subject,—Yours truly, F. C. Incuam. 


_ A REMARKABLE MATERIALISING SEANCE. 
D ir 
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LONDON NEWS AND NOTES. 


Lonpon Occur Sociwry.—The proposed meeting for the re- 
organisation of the London Occult Society has been definitely fixed for 
Sunday, May 5, in a central hall. Particulars next week. We hope to 
see a large gathering of all interested in occult research. I shall then 
deliver a lecture, entitled “Twenty Years’ Study of Occultism,” and 
several prominent speakers will address the meeting. All wishing for 
tickets, or to join the society, apply by letter to the secretary, F. W. 
Read, Esq, 15, Lanark Villas, Maida Vale,—A, F. Tindall, A.T.C.L., 
President. 

A LARGE AUDIĘNOE assembled at the St. Andrew's Hall, Newman 
Street, on Sunday last, to hear an address by Mrs. Emma Hardinge 
Britten, in celebration of the 46th anniversary of Modern Spiritualism, 
Mr. E. Dawson Rogers, chairman, in some appropriate introductory 
remarks defined Spiritualism as a belief in the possibility of persons on 
this plane of life holding intercourse with those who had passed beyond 
the veil. Spiritualism, by the logic of its facts, had won over to a 
belief in its phenomena the best of the scientists, but it still remained 
necessary to convert a body of men who, it might be supposed, stood in 
no need of conversion—the clergy. They of all men should have 
welcomed the new revelation; on the contrary, they had been its 
bitterest opponents. They had said that even if it were true, it was of 
the deyil, an assertion which argued a curious acquaintance, if not with 
the satanic potentate, at least with his habits and methods, After a 
solo “Cloister Voices,” sympathetically sung by Miss Alice Everitt, 
Mrs. Hardinge Britten delivered her address. Commencing with an 
eloquent introduction, in which an impressive allusion was made to the 
Anniversary which they were met to celebrate, the lecturer passed in 
review the careers of some of the ‘“‘John the Baptists” of the new 
dispensation, Swedenborg, Mesmer, and Andrew Jackson Davis. Dealing 
with the question what new thing has Spiritualism taught? it was 
shown what a revolution had been made in the current ideas of the 
limitations of the human faculties. Preconceived notions of the 
sciences of acoustics, optics, motor power, and physiology had been 
overturned by the spirit-rap, clairvoyance, the levitation of material 
objects by invisible means, and the facts of materialisation. Touching 
reference was made to the sufferings of the pioneers of Spiritualism, 
including the Fox family, and a fervent and powerful peroration con- 
cluded an address that was distinguished alike by vigour, intensity, 
pathos, and dramatic eloquence.—D, G. 

CAMBERWELL NEw Roap. The Surrey Masonic Hall.—“ What do 
the spirits teach us?" was dealt with by some of the students of the 
mission. Sunday evening: Mr. R. Boddington explained what 
Spiritualism is. Mr. Davy dealt with the glorious fact that knowledge 
of Spiritualism banishes the fear of death, as it is clearly proved to be 
but the open portal to life and that more abundantly. Mr, Beal 
showed that the tie that binds the spiritual man to the physica! man 
is magnetic, and said that if instead of attempting to investigate other 
matter man would study man many of the difficulties in the under- 
standing of spiritual things would be removed. Mr. H. Boddington 


“spoke on “The retribution for wrongs committed,” and said that many 


persons thought Spiritualists rejected the idea of hell, but it was not 
s0, what Spiritualists did reject was the belief in a God-made hell 
where man was to be eternally doomed unless forsooth he accepted a 
vicarious atonement for the wrongs he perpetrated. Mr. Long closed 
by enforcing the practical outcome of some of the truths that had been 
spoken to. April 15: At 6-30 p.m.,an In Memoriam Floral Service 
for our risen sister, Mrs. Edwards, who passed from earth on Saturday, 
April 7. Friends are requested to send gifts of flowers, white if possible, 
to the hall by 6 p.m. on that date-—C. M. Payne, hon. tec. 

Forest Hit. 23, Devonshire Road.—Glorious evening with Mrs. 
Bliss, whose controls spoke upon the advance made by Spiritualism 
since the tiny raps at Hydesville, and beautifully described how, by 


living up to the teachings of the higher spirit, we could even taste the 
spiritual while on the earth. They touched upon our individual develop- 
“ment and our med{umistic gifts, showing how they were best developed 
by being careful to “ try the spirits” before trusting ourselves to their 
guidance, but not to despise the poor spirits who are down in the mire 


of ignorance and wickedness, but pray for them and try to lift them up. 
ELA mel ra ato were grand, being clear and decided, given 

om hesitation and questioning, and were in all cases recognised 
trouble or doubt. Such clairvoyance carries with it the 
pihtis hich is pleasing to the true earnest Spiritualist, 


: Mr, A, M, Rodger 
f Modern Spiritualism.” 
‘their desire for further 


nterested 
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af 
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_ StRatFonD.—Mr. J. Veitch, on “Some points in Spiritualism,” 
ee we ore facts, not ideas. History, creeds, eid dogmas PLATFORM RECORD. 
Only interesting to illustrate the development of the human race. P 7 à j 

All great teachers and reformera are ARA Individual responsibility, eiaa sie as rier a possible and delivered ba poe ey pais 
the necessity of n new school of medicine, heredity, education in the res 7 Pal on yi y wa) KEL; Let dats i LE Nt la ie are 
understanding of natural laws, prayer, absurd ideas of a phyaical ponsible for the statements they make, nor the Editor.| 
resurrection, altruism, evil, capital punishment, free will, reform in the 

criminal and lunacy laws, the necessity of prayers for the dead, 


i i ah Acornincton. Bridge Street—5, Mrs. Johnstone's guides gave 
mediumship, and many other demonstrated truths that spirit com- | good addresses and taeraa aS 8, Mrs. Marshall's do 
munion teaches, were ably dealt with and enthusiastically appreciated gave good addreases and clairvoyant and psychometrical tests, nearly 
by the audience, Next Sunday we commemorate the 46th anniversary | all acknowledged.—J. C., sec, 3 
of Modora Spiritualism. Soveral speakera will relate their experiences, Accrinatox. 26, China Street.—A grand day. Mr. Swindlehurst, 
including Mr. À. Glendinning, Editor of “ The Veil Lifted,” interspersed | of Preston, answered questions in an intelligent manner, and ab night 
with music and singing. All friends are earnestly requested to help to spoke on “ The Divine Rights of Man.” Those who did not hear him 
make this service a success. The collection will be devoted to the | missed a treat. Saturday, April 21, Social at 7. Proceeds to new 
foundation of our building fund. Cards and collecting books will building fund. Tickets 6a. z i 
ney pi ready. Mrs. Bliss will (p.v.) occupy our platform on April ACORINGTON, ' 
22.—J. R. 
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The Temple, St. James's Street.—A good day with 
Mrs. France's controls, whospoke well on “Spirit Return: Is it a 


fact?” and ** Death in the light of Modern Spiritualism.’ Clairyoy- 
ance very good. 


WALTHAMSTOW. Hoe Street, 18, Clarendon Road.—“ Spiritualists 
and their duty,” was discoursed upon by W. Ronald Brailey's guide. 
He pointed out the necessity of combination and organisation in all 
efforts put forward for the pulling down of error and bnilding up of 
truth, unity being strength. Clairvoyance gave great satisfaction. 


MANCHESTER AND SALFORD. 


ARMLEY. Lycoum—Attendance very good. Calisthenics and marching 


improving immensely. Recitations by Master Wm, Dodgson, Misses E. 
Barraclough and Ethel Dodgson. Friends heartily invited. Con- 
+ | ductor, Mr. Wm. Wilkinson. 


BARNOLDSWICK.—Mrs, Emmett, of Burnley, lectured on “Spirit 
Homes,” and “The Conditions of Spiritual Life.” Psychometry very 


fair. 
Anpwics. Tipping Street—April 15, Mr. J. B. Tetlow ; 22, Mr Bepworta.—March 25 : Evening, Mrs. Richards, of Leicester, gave 
G. Featherstone; 29, Mr. J. C. Macdonald, an eloquent address. Very successful clairvoyance and psychometry. 
Anpwick. Tipping Street.—Mr, Mayoh gave good addresses, Easter Monday : A large number of friends enjoyed an excellent tea, 
The evening discourse on “Is Spiritualism in Harmony with God's and in the evening the room was crowded. April 8: Mr. J. Ashby 
Laws?” was much appreciated by a fair audience. A quartette by the | gave good trance addresses, evening, ab the Public Hall, King Street, 
choir, entitled “ Beautiful Hills,” well rendered. Lyceum: Attendance | 0n “What are the benefits of Spiritualism over Christianity?” to a 
very good, Marching, etc., conducted by Miss S, Fitton very ably. crowded audience, Clairvoyance all recognised, one or two cases 
Half-yearly meeting, the balance-sheet showing a very, favourable especially being worthy of note—A. B. _ 
position, Officers elected: Conductor, Miss S, Fitton; assistant ; Birwincuam. Oozells Street—April 1: Mr, W. Oakes's controls 
conductors, Mr. W. W. Hyde and Miss E. Maslin; secretary, Mr. G, | discoursed very acceptably, as testified by frequent outbreaks of 
Leigh ; treasurer, Mr. W. Maslin; guardian of group, Mr. J. Sims; applause, upon “ What is the good of Spiritualism!” Very successful 
librarian, Mr. W. Taylor ; musical director, Miss M. Brown; assistant psychometric experiments gave undoubted evidence to strangers. 8: 
director, Mr. Simkins; captain of guards, J. H. Hyde; guards, W. | The following written questions from the audience, viz., “How I can 
Taylor and J. Hyde, A vote of thanks was given to our late conductor, | improve my position ? » «How can I without a previous knowledge 
Mr. J. Jones, for his ever-pleasing work in our Lyceum. investigate Spiritualism?” “Can you demonstrate the existence of a 
COLLYHURST.— Pleased to listen to the controls of Mr. Postleth- God?” evoked from the controls of Mr, Wyldes some of the soundest 
waite, Questions from the audience were ably dealt with, and “ Other | reasoning and most logical conclusions it has ever been our pleasure to 
World Order” was well treated, Psychometry, Attendance good, | listen to. So interested was the audience that by vote they requested 
Members’ circle as usual at 8-30.—H. P. him to proceed with the last question for twenty minutes beyond our 
AND Patricrorr,—A society has been formed, and a room | usual time. Mr. Wyldes is now in specially good condition, and his 
taken for meetings. Mr. Wm. Rowling, 20, Worsley Road, Patricroft, | controls are of a high order. No society with open dates should fail 
will be glad of any assistance from speakers having open dates, to engage Mr. Wyldes if he has any open dates for disposal.—A. K. 
Hurme, Junction.—Thursday, Public circle. Miss Goodall at the Biaurscuam. Smethwick, 43, Hume Street.—March 18: Mr 
organ. Mr, Lamb offered an „invocation, and gave very satisfactory Aldridge, of Wolverhampton, gave an addr ess on “ Some of the teach- 
clairvoyance and psychometry, fair attendance. Sunday, public circle, | ings of Spiritualism,” in a logical and forcible manner. 25: Mr. A, 
conducted by My. W. Lamb, large. attendance and genial influence, | Pruden’s control on “ Was Ohrist Godt” was listened to, attentively. 
Mr, Hesketh, invocation; Mr. Liddiard, Miss Smith, and Mra, Hesketh | April 1: Mr. B. Hodgson spoke on “ Retrogression.” Although but a 
ve clairvoyance, also several other mediums took part. Monday, | young investigator, he speaks very forcibly and logically. 8: Mrs. 
dame Henry gave a short address and successful clairvoyance and Knibb's controls spoke upon “ Life and Love” very effectively, all 
phoney: Miss Goodall, organist. Mrs, Wallis next Monday.— | being much appreciated.—Apollo. : 
yeeum at 10-30 and 2-30, attendance good; recitations by Emily Brackroot. Liberal Club, Church Street.—Mrs. Midgley gave 
Bradbury, L. McClellan, E, Furniss, and L, Furniss; marching and | Very able addresses on “Concerning spiritual gifts” and ‘* Who is thy 
calisthenics fair, Miss D, Furniss, organist, neighbour?" Clairvoyant descriptions were also very good.—W. H. 
OPENSHAW. Granville Hall.—Morning : Mrs, Dixon offered invoca- Brackroon. Alpine Hall,—Mrs. Horrocks good addresses were 
tion and gave grand clairvoyance and psychometry, convincing many. | listened to with evident satisfaction. Excellent clairvoyance. Mrs, 
Afternoon: Lyceum, about 100 present, visitors from Tipping Street and | Butterfield next Sunday. 
other places. Evening, Mrs. Dixon’s guides gave a grand address on Braprorp. 448, Manchester Road.— Mr. Todd spoke ably on one 
“The work of the Spiritualist,” and afterwards gave two perfect cases | of the hymns sung, and “It is well with the lad.” Good audiences, 
A of psychometry, many unable to gain admission. Mrs, Webster gave very successful 
Cian Labour Hall, South Street,—A splendid circle. Some | clairvoyance and psychometry.—J. A. 
for the first time, and have promised to come again ; if they come in Burwisy, Hammerton Street—Mrs. Gregg, of Leeds, speaker. 
the right spirit they will have something to think about. Mr. Weayer | Subject at night, “Whosoever will may come.” Audiences thin, the 
gave an interesting address on “Spirit evolution,” Mr, Crompton gave | weather being very fine.—W. Mason. ; ; 
good psychometry and clairvoyance, so did a friend. Buantey. Robinson Street.—Owing to a sudden illness in the 
Penpieton.—April 29; First Lyceum Anniversary. Afternoon, | family Mrs. Craven was unable to be with us. The afternoon meeting 
session. Evening, calisthenics, chain recitations, musical readings, | Was abandoned, but Mrs, Harrison was persuaded to take the platform 
speeches by the conductor, Come and hear whad we teach the | at night. The guides gave an address on “Is life worth living?” to a 
—See moderate audience. Successful clairvoyance. ° 
) Cobden Street.—Mra. Wallies afternoon subject,“ Pro- Borntey. Guy Street.—Mrs. Bost gave 61 clairvoyant delinea- 
iritualism,” brought forth a capital discourse, Evening: | tions, 50 were recognised. ; i 
from the audience answered in a very clear and convincing Burnixy. 102, Padiham Road.—Grand day with the guides of 
) iryoyance, our developing mediums who, we are pleased to say, are becoming 
yeeum,—The Collyhurst Lyceum will give a concert, | most earnest, showing the comforts and blessings Spiritualism brings 
ux vivants; songs, etc., on Saturday, April 21st, at | to those who havo been convinced of its reality. Clairvoyance at close, 
ssive Hall, Cobden Street, for the benefit of the 


many recognised.—J. W. 
ie quence Plt f Buny.— Wednesday, 
splendid discourse, “ Spiritualism—ita true 
ed to with rapt attention, Very success-- 


, 4: Mra. Hulme ably officiated. Sunday ; 
pte Le es seventy being 


Discourses by Mra, Rennie, of Oldham, were followed by good tests in 
clairvoyance and psychometry, all recognised, Wednesday, 18: Circle, 
‘Mra. Robinson, leader, 22: Afternoon and evening, Mrs, Best. We 

racegirdle, sec, 9, | hope for good tines. 


eF.—8: Service conducted by Mr. ©. H. Helps, who gave 
an excellent address upon “ God."—E. A. 
Corns, Cloth Hall.—8: Mr. W. Johnson, of Hyde, discoursed 
on “Death and after, from a Spiritualist’s standpoint,” and in the 
evening he dealt with six subjects from the audience in a clever 
m; | manner.—J, A. B. 

= Darwes.—Mr. E. A.) Verity, of Oldham, lectured on “ Burial 


178 


with her higher powers of clairvoyant vision. 8: Mr. EF, Wood’ 

whose sincere and eloquent efforts are always welcome.—J. S. 

Hatirax.—Sunday, good audiences to hear our friend, Mr. F, 
Hepworth, who spoke admirably on “The Mourner's Consolation" with 
touching effect, reference being made to the passing on of our co-worker 
Mr. Wiliam Greenwood, also the infant son of Mr. and Mrs, Scott, 
who was recently plucked from its parent stem to blossom in a 
brighter sphere. Evening, “ What has Spiritualism done?’ was dealo 
With in a most masterly and intelligent manner.—F. A. M, 

Haney. Grove Houre, Birches Head.—Mr. Jas. MoCluskie gave 
a fair address on “ Spiritualism in the Bible.” A poor audiouce. We 
cannot get people to support us except for the cream of speakers, 

Hxzxwoop, William Street.—Our friend, Miss Walker, delivered 

very good addresses on “The Glory of Death" and “ What comes 
after Death,” Good clairvoyance to very interested audiences.—J, F. 

Hian Sarenos, 1, South Eldon Street.—Mr. Bell gave invocation, 
also an address on the “‘ Facts of Spiritualism," in an able manner, 
Mies Meldrom sang a solo, “ Ministry of Angels,” in an expressive 
style. Mr. Wilkinson gave a reading on “Spiritual Philosophy,’ and a 

few interesting remarks thereon, to a good audience,—W, R. H. 

Hypx.—Mr, Ormerod, in place of Mrs. Stair, who was il), delivered 
addresses in a vory pleasing manner to good audiences. 

Leaps. Progressive Hall—April I, a good day, Mr. H. Crossley's 
guides gave great satisfaction to good and intelligent audiences, 2, 
Miss Hunter gave good satisfaction to n good audience. $, disuppointed 
by our eptaker, Mrs, Taylor, of Batley, lectured on “Death” and 
“ How to Liye,” in a remarkable way, followed at ench service, alao on 
Monday nigh, with very successful psychometry. This Jady has a fow 
open dates —Mrs. Taylor, 5, Wilkinson Buildings, Cross Bank, Batley. 

Leicesrer, Crafton Sbtreet,—Evening: Misa Wesley's guides on 
“ God's love to man,” gave the best we have heard through the medium, 
Good atter-mmeeting. Mr. Sainsbury's guides gave successiul clairvoyance. 

Leiee.—Professur Kidivg, of Daubhill, Bolton, spoke ably regarding 
the orthodox ministry. The smiling faces full of sympathy, aud the 
” hear, “gal I shall not forget, We expect to hear him again before 
long. —8, D. 

Livervoot. Daulby Hall—In the ing “ Man, the everlasting 
problem,” was dealt with by Mr. E. W. Wallis in a masterly manner, 
and in the evening “An exposition of Spiritualism by a spirit” 
interested a large audience. It seems to us in Liverpool that every 
time Mr. Wallis visits us his addreases get more interesting. Sunday 
next, Mr. J. J. Morse, morning and evening, and we anticipate the 
usual intellectual treat his visits afford us, especially as he is follow- 

ing sp closely on the heels of Miss Marryat.—T’. Thompson, hon. sec. 
Livansepen. Well Fold, Littl Town.—Mrs. Black's guides gave 
re addresses, Clairvoyance and psychometry to a crowded 
hall.—T, T. Horner, seo. 
-Maoonesvietp.—Much pleasure and satisfaction was given by Mr. 
W. H. Wheeler with his lecture“ Socrates as Spiritualist and Reformer,” 
to which much thought and study had evidently been given, We have 
this week inundating the vicar of Hurdsfield'’s pariah with leaflets, 
ly lecture by Mra, Rushton to his criticisms, and hope much 
eerie et ty } 
—Very good and instructive discourses by 
“Scatter Seeds of Kindness" and “Is the 


ids 


'binson 


v 


he World of Spirits—Old anh Sion de 
Poe K a b ison’ 


THE TWO WORLDS. 


April 13, 1994, 


usual, The Sea groups (males) again took extemporancous speaking, 
dealing principally with * Panctuality a Neoossity,” and “ Spiritualinm 
v. Christianity.” Many of the mombera took part. 

Roonpare. Penn Street,—Saturday, March 31: Members’ quarterly 
meeting. Our society is in a good position, Officera elected : Preni- 
dent, Mr. Jobn Wright; vico-president, Mr. R. Ridley ; treasurer, Mr, 
R, Hardman; financial secretary, Mr. W. Travia ; 
secretary, Mr, A. Smith ; auditors, Mr. R, Ridley and Mr, 8, Fletcher ; 
committeeman, Mr. G. Riley, April 8: Successful public circles ; 
about a dozen local mediums were present. A stranger, who had 
never been in Rochdale before, but had started out for n walk, and had 
been brought to our room, gave good psychometry, acknowledged to be 
correct, 

Rooupate. Water Street.—April 3, Mr. Young gave eighteen 
psychometrical délineations. 8, public circles conducted by Mrs, Goodhew 
aud Mr. Thomson.—W. F,, sec. 

Royroy,—A pleasant day. Madame Heory’s guides discoursed to 
vory appreciative audiencea on “Thy will, my God, be done, and “ The 
Good Samariten,” in a very acceptable manner. Very successful 
clairvoyance, 

Sowerby Bripor.—8, Mra, Lamb on “The Unseen World,” gave a 
vivid description of what it is supposed to be, and whut it is in reality, 
Excellent psychometric tests. Much enjoyed by a moderate audience, 
Mrs, Lamb's first visit, but we hope not the last.—G. H. 

Srockronr.— Miss Gartside, to an intelligent meeting, beautifully 
expounded the sublime truths realised by those who understand the 
laws of soul unfoldment by the acquisition of spiritual knowledge, 
Night: “Search and ye shall find.” A philosophical discourse of high 
order, proving the Divine Father bad nob planted a desire for knowledge 
in the soula of his children without rewarding their search for it with 
Biblical texts often express spiritual truths to which orthodox 


corresponding 


success, : 
friends are blind, Clairvoyant descriptions in good taste,—T, E, 
WAKEFIELD, Barstow Square.—April 1: Mrs. Mercer's guide dis- 


coursed eloquently and lucidly on “Faith, Hope, and Charity,” and 
“The Resurrection.” Clairvoyance excellent and very impressive, 
Mrs. Mercer always draws a large audience, 2; Anniversary tea, All 
present were highly satisfied with the arrangements made both for tea 
and entertainment. 4: Mre. Connell being ill, one of our members 
(Mr. Foote) conducted the service, with satisfaction to the audience and 
credit to himself. 8: Mr. Brook, of Dewabury, to full audience, gave 
every satisfaction with addresses, clairvoyance, and psychometry, 

Watsatt.—Our esteemed friend and co-worker, Mrs, Groom, gave 
a most telling address to a large audience, on “The life beyond the 
grave,” which was much appreciated. Most remarkable clairvoyance, 
all recognised but two, Mrs. Gregg next Sunday, at 11 and 6-30; 
April 22, at 11 and 6-30, Mra. E. H. Britten, 

Wissecn, Public Hall.—In the absence of Mr. Ward Mr. Weaver 
discoursed on “Spiritualism.” The fine weather affects our audience a 
great deal.—J. W. Smith, cor. sec, 

WotvensAmrron,—Wednesday, April 4: Misa Florence Marrynt 
gave her lecture to a few intellectual people, and from remarks I hear, 
it is causing “a town’s talk.” I thank most heartily those noble Bir- 

ham friends who came to the rescue, and so ably and efficiently 
f ns stewards. More power to their efforta for good, ‘These lectures 
must produce much good, and break down the prejudice which is #o 
great a hindrance to Spiritual work. On Sunday we held our séance, 
when Mr. Wollison's controls spoke in reference to the “Saviours of 
Humanity.” He gave good clairvoyance, which was fully recognised, 
Those who are interested in the search for truth, and not phenomena 
hunters, are gladly welcomed to investigate for themselves, True 
Spiritualists are always welcome,—G, E. Aldridge. 

Yeapor,—We haye concluded a week's mission, which we believe 
to be exceptional among Spiritualists, Mr. King, as our missioner, 
cannot be too highly praised for the able manner in which he placed 
Spiritualism before the public and advocated its principles. April 1: 
Afternoon, inspiration ; evening, “Dreams, or Jacob's Vision.” 3: 
Questions by a local preacher. Mr. King held his ground and gained 
„ 4: “Danger Signals,” was for the young people, 5: 
tions upon inspiration and trance dealt with, to the satisfaction 
Brao: delineation of character, and clairvoyance 


p eo and an 
benefit of the 


April 18, 1804, THE TWO 


Hanirax.—Sunday, 26th, special anniversary services, At 10-30, 
speaker, Mra, Hoyle, of Halifax, At 2-30, in the Mechanica Hall, Mr, 
- Swindlehurst, on ‘Spiritualisn: a plea for the young"; ab 6 pm., 
“The story of a wacrifice.” Monday, at 7-30, in the Church, Winding 
Road, “ Social Spiritualism ; Give us this day our daily bread.” 

Collections at the door on entering at each service. —F, A, M. 

Hatiwax.—Anniversary Servicesin the Mechanica’ Hall, Sunday, 
April 29, at 2-30 and 6 pm. Speaker, Mr. J. Swindlehurst. 

Haney. Grove House, Birches Head.—April 22, Mr. FL Llewellyn. 

Huct.—April 18, Miss Florence Marryat, at the Royal Institubion, 
22, Local. 29, Mrs, Midgely. 

Hype, —April 17, meeting room, Simpson Street, near railway 
station, ab 7-30 p.m, John Lamont, Esq., of Liverpool, Subject, 
“Spiritualism and its phenomena, what I know and what I have seep.” 
Admission by ticket, 2d. 

KeiGaiey. Eastwood, Temple,—April 15, special anniversary rers 
vices, Mr. B. W, Wallis, speaker, Morning, “ Has, or is, man a soul?” 
Afternoon: “The day after death” Evening: “The coming great 
social and spiritual revolution.” Friends, rally round, and let us have a 
real missionary revival time, 22, Mra. Gregg ; 29, Misa Pickles, 

Lanoasitine Lyceum DEMONSTRATION. The route and catering 
committee will meet at Royton, on Saturday, April 14, at 3-30, Meet 
at the chapel, —W, Chisnall, 

Lancasnine Lyovum Demonsrration.—The last meeting of 
delegates, Spiritual Temple, Heywood, Saturday, April 28, Tea at 
4-80 p.m., meeting after. A concert will be given by membera of the 
Lyceum, Admission: Adults, 2d ; children, 1d. Delegates who will 
attend please notify, on or before Wednesday, April 25, J, B, Longstaff, 
hon, sec., 28, Caton Street, Moss Side, Manchester, P,3.—Remember 
the fine for non-attendance, 

Legrogsten, Phrenological and Psychological Institute. —Suturday, 
April 14; In consequence of the great success of the banquet, it has 
been requested and arranged to repeat the entertainment and have a 
tea, when Madame and Professor Jimson, assisted by members of the 
Institute, will give examinations, &c,, and be pleased to receive old 
friends and new. ‘Tickets 1a., tea at 5 prompt.—George Cooper, sec, 

Livervoot, Daulby Hall,—April 15, Mr. J. J. Morse, of London, 
11 a.m., “ Miracles in the light of Spiritual Law” ; 6-30 p.m., “Spirits 
as Social Reformers.” 

Liversepae. Well Fold, Little Town.—Saturday, April 14, public 
tea at 4-30, in commemoration of opening the new rooms. Meeting at 
7; Mra, Smith, of Biratal, medium. Friends, rally round.—T. L. H. 

Nuwceas1iK-on-Tyne.—Mr. J. A. Gray, of South Shields, April 15, 
ab ot pn, “Spiritualism the Light of the World.” Mr. Hepworth, 
April 29. 

Noriog TO Acunts.—Should your parcel of Zwo Worlds uot arrive 
kindly send us word immediately, uo that we can send a second supply 
in time for Sunday. 

Novick,—MEDIUMS AND SPEAKERS who purpose visiting Morecambe 

‘during the summer, and are willing to tender their services gratis, are 
requested to communicate with the secretary of the Lancaster Society, 
who will arrange for their entertainment during the day, the society 
also paying tram fares to and from Morecambe.—Address, James 

Downham, sec, 16, Cumberland View, Bowerham, Lancaster, 

Prestwion, WHITKFIELD, AND Rapowiry#.—A local Spiritualist 
would be glad to assist in promoting a society in either of these 

districts, or in joining a circle—Address, H,, c/o Editor, 7. W. 

* Rocapars. Penn Street.—Saturday, April 21: Mr. J. Young, of 
Royton, has kindly consented to give an evening on bebalf of the choir 
fund, at 6-30, He will devote his time till 8 p.m. to psychometry. 
Songs, recitations, glees, and games will follow by the members and 
friends of the choir, Tickets, 4d, 


Roompate, Regent Hall.—15; Mr, W. H. Wheeler, of Oldham ; 


22, Lyceum Homea Mr. J. Armitage, of Batley, Special hymns, 
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PASSING EVENTS AND COMMENTS. 


Miss Manuyat had a successful meeting at Sheffield. Good report 
in local papers, 

“ Syme Txacuinas,” by" M.A. (Oxon)! The new memorial edition 
of thia valuable work is now ready, price 4/6, and can be had at 73a, 
Corporation Street, Manchester, 

Tux Express and Star, Wolverhampton, gave nearly a column 
report of Mine Marrynt’s lecture, and alko a long nnd interesting 
interview with that Jady. 

Vou. VI. Bounb.—We have now a stock of bound volumea of The 
Tico Worlds which we shall be pleased to supply post free for 6», 6d, 
Friends who nent in numbers for binding can now have their volumes 
on application. Instructions as to forwarding will much oblige. 

“ Mr. Kirson’s Story, ‘After Many Days,’ ought to be printed in 
pamphlet form, and spread far and wide, for I am eure no better 
missionary tract could be found for the cause of Bpiritualism.—W. C” 
[Doea any one else approve of this proporal 1) 

TO HIM THAT BATH SHALL BK GIVRN,—His Royal Highness the Duke 
of York has been pleased to accept a copy of Welford's “History of 
Newcastle-on-T'yne,” presented to him by Messrs, W. H, Robinson and 
Sous, Book Market, Newcastle, 

Mis. Hanoince Barrren had a good meeting on Sunday evening 
at Sb, Andrew's Hall, Newman Street, Oxford Street, W. Tt is the 
game hall where the firat Spiritual Sunday services were held in 
London, March 15, 1857. More than 400 people paid for their seata 
that evening, 

Mus. Greex has now gone to stay afew weeks with friends, the 
doctor having ordered complete change of air and scene, She is still 
very weak and unable to walk without assistance. She will be glad if 
friends will address her as usual to 83, Hind Hill Street, Heywood. 
She takes this opportunity of thanking all who have cheered and helped 
her with their kindly sympathy during her long illness, 

Rev. H. Viax WirLiass, of North Shields, has heen lecturing on 
“Do the Scriptures encourage a belief in the return and ministry of 
departed spirits }—the alleged evidence for their return and against " to 
large audiences. Next Sunday the nature and characteristics of the 
spirit ministry and communications of the Bible will be dealt with. Mr. 
Williams seems a fair-minded man. 

BunxLgy. Hammerton Street Society issues a balance sheet, 
which shows an income during fifteen months of £130 11a. 64d., and a 
balance in hand of 2s, 34d. Capital account, including building fund, 
shows two shares in the ball building £110, and amount in bank and 
held by treasurer £60 28, 8hd—£170 28, Bhd. This does not look like 
Spiritualism dying out in Burnley, 

Tux American Psychical Review is the beat quarterly published 
dealing with psychical science, and the present issue ix replete with 
valuable matter of a practical, suggestive, and philosophical character, 
This journal is admirably a@pted to meet the needs of students and 
enguirers. Price $3 per aon Address T, E Allen, Room 19, Pierce 
Building, Copley Square, Boston. . 

OccutrisM in some form or other seems to be spreading, judging 
from the publications in its behalf. Mr. J. M. Wade issues a monthly 
named Occultism, from Dorchester, Mass., for one dollar per annum, 
and Mr, H. A. Copley, of Canning Town, London, E., sends us the lively 
Mystical World; while Mr. Alan Montgomery sends out his Key every 
month, Since all secure support, they no doubt meet a felt want. 

“Tax Liver,” published in Liverpool, reproduced from our columna 
Mr, Lamont’s graphic recital of his dear wife's return to him after her 
decease The same paper contained a report of a lecture by Mr. J. W. 
Mahoney, who has reached Liverpool in his walking and lecturing tour, 
from Land's End to John o' Groats, ou behalf of Fair play for British 
Trade, 

Mr. D. Younosr, maker of the valuable Alofax Remedies, and 
publisher of Zhe Maynetic and Botanic Journal, n usoful little penny 
monthly magazine, is righteously indignant over the tyrannical attempts 
of the medical craft to crush out all practitioners outside their trades 
nnion. Every one interested in Healing, Medical Botany, etc., should 
road this little journal. ; 

“Tag Saut DeLuston” ia the title of a thoughtful article in the 
April Herald of Health, price 2d, post free 24d., which those who 
recommend the use of salt as an article of diet should study. The 
writer, J, B, Coppock, F.C.8,, says he looks forward to the time when 
hygienic science will erke salt from the lisb of necessities which haa 

luted our tastes and poisoned our bodies for generations. Address 
Editor, 4, Albany Terrace (opposite Portland Road Station), London, 
eae Novice To Sreaxenrs—We shall publish a list of names 
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Tar AwsTRALIAN Argus gave tho following notice of an interesting 
marriage: ‘‘ England—Broderick. On 24th inst, by license, Charles 
Harry England, formerly of Heaton Norris, Stockport, to Olivera Lida, 
youngest daughter of the lute F. N. Broderick, of Ryde, Isle of Wight, 
England.” Mr. ©. H. England was the founder of the Spiritualist 
Temperance Society in Stockport, and was its secretary until he left 
the country last Christmas. The late F. N. Broderick was a much 
respected pioneer worker for Spiritualism. He printed and circulated 
a great deal of spiritual literature at a time when our cause was not as 
popular as itis now, The young couple have our best wishes, 

Miss FLoreNce Manryat at Walsall, April 5. E. J. Shannon, Esq., 
Chairman, opened with a few well chosen and impartial remarks, He 
thought all were indebted to her for the splendid services she had 
rendered in providing such instructive literature for the people He 
preferred to offer no criticism on her lecture. He was neither a 
theologian nor a philosopher, and if he was anything of a Spiritualist 
it was only in the belief that the veil which separates the unseen and 
eternal from the seen and temporal was a very thin one. They all 
admired Miss Florence Marryat for the fearlessness, patience, and 
perseverance with which she had investigated the subject. The large 
audience gave Miss Marryat a very warm reception on aae Her 
address was most telling, and delivered in such a fine manner,we have no 
doubt of the great good which must follow. Three local papers gave 

good reports, and there is a spirit of inquiry among the more intelligent 
of the people, who “had no iéa that Spiritualism was as grand as Miss 
had revealed it to be.” A vote of thanks was moved by our 
worthy Mayor, seconded by our friend Mr. J. Venables, and supported 
by Mr. Aldridge, of Wolverhampton, and Mr. Hewes, of Nottingham. 

Froorrnce Mareyat at Breuixasam.—tThe little band of earnest 
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April 13, 1893. 
gone through, and Mr, Stansfield gave notice of alteration of Rule 2. 


The selection of place of annual meeting was left to the May monthly 
meeting, and there was not time to consider the summer open-air 


services. In the afternoon Mr. Shepherd, president of the Shipley 
Society, was chairman, Mr. Stansfield introduced the subject, “ How 
best to develop the power of mediumship lying dormant in our con- 
gregations."’ Addresses were given upon this and kindred subjects by 


Messrs. Armitage, Pickles, Wood, Snaith, and ©. King. In the evening 
Mr. J. Whitehead, of Bradford, took the chair. Earnest avd exhortive 
addresses were delivered by Messrs. Pickles, of Keighley; F. Wood, of 
Bingley ; Armitage, of Batley Carr; A, Marshall, of Bradford ; and 
W. Stansfield, of Batley. Hearty singing characterised the day's pro- 
ceeding*, under the able conductorship of Mr. H. Long, of Shipley, 
Mr. W. Stansfield presiding at the harmonium. The day was fitly 
closed with an inspiring prayer by the guides of Mr. Collins, of Brad- 
ford. Hearty thanks to our Shipley friends for their cordial reception. 
—W. Stansfield, sec., Bromley Street, Hanging Heaton, Dewsbury, to 
whom all communications or suggestions as to Union work in Yorkshire 
may be addressed. 
Fiorsnce Marryat IN Nortincuam.—On Friday I had the 
pleasure of travelling with Miss Marryat from Walsall, where she had, 
the night before, been enthusiastically received by a very intelligent 
audience. After tea we proceeded to the house of Mr. and Mrs. 
Bostock, where Mrs, Davidson, of South Shields, was holding a material- 
isation séance. Although the conditions were very unfavourable some 
four or five spirit forms appeared, one of whom—a favourite daughter 
of Miss Marryat’s—adyanced to her mother, carrying an infant in her 
arms, She then returned to the cabinet and came out without her 
child. It is seven years since this daughter, Eva, passed on, and this 
was the first time she had been able to manifest to her mother, and, as 
might have been expected, the meeting was very affecting on both 
sides. On Saturday, about 600 gave Miss Marryat a hearty reception 
as she ascended the platform of the large Mechanics’ Hall. Dr. Appleby 
Stephenson introduced the speaker with a few sensible and appropriate 
remarks. Miss Marryat gave very few of her experiences, but dealt 
with the subject in a way intended to appeal specially to Christians. As 
they make the Bible their authority she took the Bible to prove that 
Spiritualism and every phase of mediumshipis not only justifiable, butthat 
Jesus, himself, who was the greatest medium that ever lived, said that 
greater things should be done by those who came after him. It was no 
use looking to the Church for such things. “Fancy,” she said, “the 
Pope or the Archbishop of Canterbury putting red-hot coals on their 
heads without suffering for it,” such as she had seen done by mediums, 
She was repeatedly applauded, and, when ab last she resumed her seat, 
it was amid enthusiastic and long-continued applause. Mr. Hewes 
proposed and Mr. Bostock seconded a vote of thanks to chairman and 
speaker, Miss Marryat is 5ft. Gin. in height, erect in carriage, imposing 
in appearance, and has a most expressive face and voice. She can, in 
turn, move to tears, arouse the indignation and the laughter of her 
audience, not one of whom would guess that the present one is the firat 
lecturing tour that she has undertaken. Along time before L wrote her 


| on the subject a medium told her that she would make such a tour, and 


that it would be the beginning of an active life in that direction, which 
I most ruse Ropa will be fulfilled. Miss Marryat comes of a most 
distinguished family for many generations past, Her grandfather— 
Capt. Marryat’s father—was an M.P,, who took a leading part in the 
anti-slavery movement. She, horself, is one of eight women in this 
country who haye a coat of arms in their own right, and four of the 
others are her sisters! On Sunday morning about 170 came to the 
Masonic Hall to hear our illustrious friend—the writer, by the way, of 
aixty-three books. At night about 300 squeezed into the hall, and 
were delighted with the interesting experiences, and the pleasing, 
affable manner in which she PANIER RENAR which woul | be 
quickly bought up if published. The chairman gave very appropriate 

idi and many remarked upon the beauty of the prayers offered 
by Mr. Stubbs. Mr. Smith sang “King David's Lament” in his best 
style, and was ably accompanied by Mr. Stevens on the organ ; and 
thus came to a close a most enjoyable visit, and one which will ever be 
_remembered.—J, Fraser Hewes. 
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